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GENERAL  STATISTICAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 


Area:  Land 

80, 

856  acres 

Water 

245  acres 

Number  of  Parishes 

22 

Rateable  Value  (1.4.  71) 

£642, 

524 

Sum  represented  by  an  old  penny  rate  for  the  year 

£2, 

562 

Estimated  number  of  inhabited  houses 

8, 

870 

Estimated  mid-year  Home  Population 

22, 

620 

Census  Population  1961 

20, 

879 
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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Newmarket  Rural  District  Council 
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Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

By  the  time  the  necessary  information  was  available  to  enable  me  to  write  this  report, 
the  Government  had  already  published  its  general  proposals  for  the  reorganisation  of  both 
Local  Government  and  the  National  Health  Service.  The  implications  of  these  proposals  are 
so  important  that  some  comment  is  called  for.  It  is  the  stated  intention  of  the  Government 
to  carry  through  this  reorganisation  in  time  for  the  new  Authorities  to  assume  responsibility 
on  1st  April,  1974. 

Unfortunately  it  seems  to  have  become  the  policy  in  recent  years  to  invite  consultation 
and  discussion  on  the  basis  of  proposals  that  are  so  broad  as  to  give  very  little,  if  any,  idea 
of  the  practical  effect  they  will  have  on  the  Service,  followed  by  very  little  genuine  discussion 
when  the  details  are  revealed.  The  White  Paper  on  the  Reorganisation  of  Local  Government, 
is  a  good  example  as  it  gives  little  information  as  to  the  Government's  real  intention  for  the 
allocation  of  responsibility  to  County  and  District  Councils. 

The  Government  proposals  for  the  reorganisation  of  the  National  Health  Service  are 
even  less  informative.  The  claim  is  made  that  the  object  of  the  exercise  is  to  unite  the 
three  parts  of  the  National  Health  Service  -  Hospital,  General  Practitioner  and  Local  Authority 
Health  Services,  but  the  proposals  would  seem  to  indicate  that  both  the  teaching  hospitals  and 
the  family  doctors  will  still  retain  a  considerable  degree  of  independence,  from  the  Area 
Health  Authority.  This  leaves  the  Local  Authority  personal  health  services  to  be  absorbed 
by  an  administration  that  is  primarily  hospital  orientated.  An  attitude  of  mind  that  gives 
first  place  to  the  treatment  of  disease  is  not  conducive  to  a  proper  appreciation  of  the 
benefits  to  both  the  individual  and  the  community  of  preventing  it. 

It  would  seem  that  the  new  District  Councils  will  not  have  the  services  of  a  District 
Medical  Officer  of  Health.  I  look  forward  with  interest  to  seeing  how  the  Government 
proposes  to  ensure  that  the  District  Councils  continue  to  receive  the  medical  advice  that 
they  may  need,  as  well  as  the  advice  for  which  they  may  ask. 

We  will  all  be  glad  when  the  already  too  long  prolonged  period  of  uncertainty  is  ended 
and  we  can  get  down  to  the  practical  exercise  of  making  the  new  system  work  for  the  benefit 
of  the  people  whom  we  serve,  I  trust  that  the  Government  will  do  us  the  bare  justice  of 
recognising  that,  at  least,  we  mean  well,  and  have  the  wits  to  cash  in  on  the  considerable 
body  of  goodwill  that  still  exists,  in  spite  of  the  ennervating  effect  of  their  policy  of 
conducting  long  delayed  consultations  with  indecent  haste. 

Vital  Statistics 

For  the  first  time  in  over  10  years  the  population  of  the  District  has  remained 
virtually  static  -  indeed  the  mid-year  estimate  suggests  a  loss  of  10  although  the  excess 
of  birth  over  deaths  has  moderately  increased  to  110  (91).  The  actual  numbers  are 
however  so  small  that  it  is  only  trends  over  a  long  period  that  are  likely  to  be  significant. 

Likewise  I  can  report  that  fewer  people  died  of  Ischaemic  heart  disease  in  1970  than 
in  1969,  but  it  is  significant  that  this  disease  effects  men  at  a  younger  age  that  it  does  women. 

11  men  and  no  women  died  of  the  disease  under  the  age  of  65  and  in  the  decade  65-74  years 
fcppnen  and  only  5  women  died  of  this  condition. 

50  persons  died  of  maligant  disease  and  again  20%  (11)  were  due  to  lung  cancer,  3 
men  being  under  the  age  of  55  and  a  further  4  men  and  1  woman  under  the  age  of  65. 


I  again  present  some  statistics  in  graphic  form. 
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The  tragic  death  by  drowning  of  two  small  children  and  the  deaths  of  a  lad  of  fourteen 
and  four  young  men  under  twenty  five  years  due  to  motor  accidents,  underline  further  hazards 
to  which  our  affluent  society  subjects  itself. 

Infectious  Diseases 


After  2  years  of  relatively  little  measles  there  was  a  considerable  increase  in  the 
number  of  cases  notified  during  the  year.  Although  measles  is  now  a  milder  disease  than 
it  used  to  be,  there  is  still  a  serious  complication  rate  of  1:1,  000  and  in  these  cases  20% 
die.  Now  that  an  effective  single  dose  vaccine  is  available  I  hope  that  an  increasing  number 
of  parents  will  ensure  that  their  children  are  protected. 

Comparative  freedom  from  the  more  dramatic  infectious  fevers,  such  as  diphtheria 
and  poliomyelitis  must  not  be  allowed  to  lull  us  in  to  a  false  sense  of  security.  Public 
Health  measures  have  not,  and  probably  never  will  erradicate  the  organisms  but  an 
efficient  immunisation  programme,  such  as  is  available  to  every  child  in  this  Country,  has 
virtually  erradicated  the  diseases  and  can  continue  to  control  them,  provided  parents  will 
take  the  necessary  simple  action. 

There  was  a  small  but  interesting  outbreak  of  enteritis  caused  by  one  of  the  food 
poisoning  organisms,  Salmonella  panama.  The  infection  spread  unevenly  through  three 
families  that  were  near  neighbours,  sometimes  apparently  through  a  symptomless  child 
carrier  and  presumably  in  spite  of  the  good  hygienic  standard  of  the  families  concerned. 

This  outbreak  underlines  the  fact  that  meticulous  hygienic  pratices  cannot  be  exacted  from 
small  children  and  that  therefore  the  only  way  of  controlling  such  an  outbreak  is  by  limiting 
the  contacts  of  those  who  are  infected,  or  potentially  infected.  This  may  mean  exclusion 
from  playgroup  or  nursery  school.  Apart  from  this,  the  main  stay  of  control  is  consistant 
personal  hygiene  and  the  serving  of  only  hot  and  freshly  prepared  meals. 

The  Environment 

The  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  reports  and  comments  very  fully  on  environmental 
matters  which  constitute  the  bulk  of  the  work  of  the  Department  and  which  are  under  his 
control. 

It  is  pleasing  to  record  that  the  Council's  housing  policy  has  borne  further  fruit  in 
the  completion  and  opening  of  the  old  persons '  warden  attended  bungalows  and  common  room 
at  Somer sett  Court,  Cheveley.  The  policy  of  changing^Spectrum  of  Council  owned  houses  to 
provide  suitable  accommodation  for  the  elderly,  at  the  same  time  releasing  suitable  houses 
for  young  families,  seems  particularly  well  conceived  in  these  strait  financial  times. 

The  Ely,  Newmarket  and  Mildenhall  Water  Board  provides  a  sufficient  and  wholesome 
water  supply  to  practically  all  households.  Mr.  Sanders,  the  Engineer  to  the  Water  Board, 
has  written  an  annual  report  for  1970  of  customary  excellence,  from  which  the  Chief  Public 
Health  Inspector  rightly  quotes  verbatim.  I  am  particularly  grateful  to  Mr.  Sanders  for 
high-lighting  a  Scylla  and  Charybdis  of  our  time.  On  the  one  hand  we  require  our  natural 
resources  to  provide  us  increasingly  with  land,  water  and  air  and  on  the  other  hand  we 
expect  these  same  resources  to  absorb  escallating  quantities  of  pollutants.  In  this  small 
Country  we  have  long  since  reached  the  point  where  it  is  foolish,  short-sighted  and  indeed 
negligent  to  expect  beneficient  Mother  Nature  to  go  on  coping  with  our  demands  single 
handed.  As  both  Mr.  Sanders  and  Mr.  Howells  imply  a  properly  conceived,  thoughtfullv 
drafted  and  effectively  implemented  National  policy  is  long  overdue. 

The  Council's  sewerage  schemes  continue  to  make  progress  toward  providing 
practically  every  household  in  the  District  with  a  modern  sewage  disposal  system,  and  it 
seems  not  unreasonable  to  hope  that  this  will  have  been  achieved,  or  that  schemes  will  be 
well  advanced,  by  the  time  the  new  district  council  assumes  responsibility  in  1974. 
Developments  in  the  refuse  disposal  services  are  admirably  reported  by  the  Chief  Public 
Health  Inspector. 
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I  wish  to  record  my  thanks  to  Mr.  Howells  and  the  officers  and  staff  of  the 
Department  for  their  cheerful  help  and  the  Chairman  and  members  of  the  Public  Health 
Committee  and  the  Council  for  their  careful  interest. 

I  am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

B.  W.  M.  MACARTNEY 
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VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR 
(The  mid-year  home  population  is  used  for  the 
statistical  calculations) 


Live  Births 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Male  Female 

190  141 

_ 7_  4 

197  145 


Birth  rate  per  thousand  estimated  population 
Birth  rate  corrected  by  comparability  factor  (1.  02) 
Birth  rate  per  thousand  population  (England  and  Wales) 


Still  Births 


Male  Female 


Legitimate  1  4 

Illegitimate  -  _ - 

1  4 


Rate  per  thousand  live  and  still  births 

Rate  per  thousand  live  and  still  births  (England  and  Wales) 


Deaths 


Male  Female 

129  108 


Death  rate  per  thousand  estimated  population 
Death  rate  corrected  by  comparability  factor  (0.  93) 

Death  rate  per  thousand  population  (England  and  Wales) 

Infant  Mortality  Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age 

Male  Female 

Legitimate  1  3(3) 

Illegitimate 

(Deaths  of  infants  under  four  weeks  of  age  are  shown  in  brackets) 


Infant  Mortality  rate  (Infant  deaths  under  one  year  per  thousand  live  births) 
Infant  Mortality  rate  (England  and  Wales) 

Neonatal  Mortality  rate  (Infant  deaths  under  four  weeks  per  thousand  live 
births) 

Early  Neonatal  Mortality  rate  (Infant  deaths  under  one  week  per  thousand 
live  births) 

Perinatal  Mortality  rate  (Still  births  and  deaths  under  one  week  combined 
per  thousand  live  and  still  births) 

Legitimate  Infant  Mortality  rate  per  thousand  legitimate  live  births 
Illegitimate  Infant  Mortality  rate  per  thousand  illegitimate  live  births 
Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births 

Maternal  deaths  (Deaths  ascribed  to  pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abortion) 
Maternal  Mortality  rate  per  thousand  live  and  still  births 
Deaths  from  cancer  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  tuberculosis  (all  ages) 

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease 


Total 

331 

11 

342 


15.  1 
15.4 

16.  0 

Total 

5 


5 


14.4 
13.  0 

Total 

237 

10.  5 
9.  8 

11.  7 


Total 

4(3) 


11.  7 
18.  0 

8.  8 

8.  8 

23.  1 

12.  1 

Nil 

3.  2% 

Nil 

Nil 

(50)(46) 

Nil 

(60)(87) 


1969  figures  in  brackets 
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TABLE  CLASSIFYING  DEATHS  UNDER  AGE  GROUPS 


Under  4  weeks 

4  weeks  and  under  I  year 
1  year  and  under  5  years 

5  years  and  under  15  years 
15  years  and  under  25  years 
25  years  and  under  35  years 
35  years  and  under  45  years 
45  years  and  under  55  years 
55  years  and  under  65  years 
65  years  and  under  75  years 
75  years  and  over 

Total 


Male 

Female 

Total 

— 

3 

3 

1 

- 

1 

1 

3 

4 

1 

- 

1 

6 

- 

6 

1 

- 

1 

2 

2 

4 

13 

1 

14 

16 

10 

26 

33 

28 

61 

55 

61 

116 

129 

108 

237 

CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  NOTIFIED  DURING  1970 


Age  in  Years 

Food 

Poisoning 

Infective 

Hepatitis 

Measles 

Pulmonary 

T.  B. 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Whooping- 

Cough 

Total 

Under  1  year 

1 

- 

4 

- 

- 

- 

5 

1  - 

- 

- 

8 

- 

1 

1 

10 

2-4 

1 

- 

32 

- 

2 

1 

36 

5-9 

- 

1 

81 

- 

5 

- 

87 

10  -  14 

- 

1 

5 

- 

1 

- 

7 

15  -  24 

- 

1 

2 

- 

- 

- 

3 

25  -  44 

- 

4 

- 

1 

2 

- 

7 

45  -  64 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

65  and  over 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Age  Unknown 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Totals 

2 

8 

132 

1 

11 

2 

156 

23,000 


Corrected  10 
Rates 


Death  rate 


5 


0  L_ _ _ _ _ 

I960  61  62  63  64  65  66  67  68  69 

Year 


70 


8 


Deaths 


60 


40 


30 


20 


t 


Year  1963 


Fig.  3 


69 
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GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 


Under  arrangements  made  by  the  Cambridgeshire  and  Isle  of  Ely  County  Council 
under  Section  III  of  the  Local  Government  Act,  1933,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  the 
Ely  Urban  District  Council,  Ely  Rural  District  Council  and  Newmarket  Rural  District  Council 
is  combined  with  the  appointment  of  Senior  Medical  Officer  to  the  County  Council  by  securing 
for  the  appointment  a  full  time  Medical  Officer  from  1st  September,  1968. 

Public  Health  Inspectors 

During  the  year  Mr.  Howell  continued  as  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  assisted  by 
Mr.  Mason  and  Mr.  Townsend. 

Laboratory  Facilities 

Chemical  and  bacteriological  examinations  of  water  made  by  the  Public  Analyst  at 
Cambridge.  The  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Cambridge,  undertake  bacteriological 
examinations  of  milk  and  bacteriological  examinations  of  water  samples,  and  all  the 
necessary  examinations  in  cases  of  infectious  diseases. 

Hospitals 

There  are  no  General  Hospitals  in  the  District,  which  is  served  by  hospitals  of  the 
East  Anglian  Regional  Hospital  Board. 

Cases  of  infectious  diseases  requiring  hospital  treatment  are  sent  to  Cambridge 
City  Isolation  Hospital. 

THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  (Infectious  Disease)  REGULATIONS,  1953  and  1968 

It  was  not  necessary  to  take  any  formal  action  under  this  section  during  the  year. 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948 
Section  31  (as  amended) 


Meals  on  Wheels 


A  meals  on  wheels  service  is  provided  in  Bottisham,  Burwell,  Lode,  Soham  and 
Swaffham  Bulbeck  through  the  W.  R.  V.  S.  and  other  voluntary  organisations.  Our  thanks 
are  due  to  the  many  people  who  give  so  much  of  their  time  to  provide  this  invaluable  service. 

Section  47  and  50 


No  action  was  necessary  under  these  Sections  during  the  year. 
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APPENDIX 

NURSING  SERVICES  FOR  NEWMARKET  RURAL  DISTRICT 
PROVIDED  BY  COUNTY  COUNCIL 

The  trend  of  nursing  is  towards  team  work  rather  than  nurses  working  on  individual 
districts.  Health  visitors  are  now  being  attached  to  general  practitioners  and  midwifery 
is  being  undertaken  in  hospitals. 

Ante  Natal  Care 

At  home  and  at  surgeries  by  general  practitioners  and  midwives. 

Child  Health  Centres 


Tuesday 

Bottisham 

1st  and  3rd 

The  Surgery 

3.  00  p.  m. 

Tuesday 

Burwell 

2nd  and  4th 

Gardiner  Memorial 
Hall 

2.  30  p.  m. 

Tuesday 

Soham 

2nd  and  4th 

Village  College 

3.  00  p.  m. 

Wednesday 

Cheveley 

1st 

Flint  Hall 

3.  00  p.  m. 

Thursday 

Dullingham 

1st 

Taylor  Hall 

3.  00  p.  m. 

Friday 

Isleham 

1st 

Village  Hall 

3.  00  p.  m. 

Friday 

Fordham 

3rd 

Congregational  Hall 

3.  00  p.  m. 

Educational  Classes 

Education  classes  for  parents  and  others  are  arranged  as  required  by  midwives  and 
health  visitors. 
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REPORT 


of  the 


CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


D.  HOWELLS,  F.  A.  P.  H.  I.  ,  M.  I.  P.  H.  E.  ,  M.  R.  S.  H.  , 
Chief  Public  Health  Inspector,  Newmarket  Rural  District  Council, 

Council  Offices,  Park  Lane,  Newmarket, 

Tel.  No:  Newmarket  2362 
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REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  inspections  carried  out  during  1970. 

Slaughterhouses  and  Butchers’  Shops  915 

Bakehouses  26 

Food  Premises  registered  under  Section  16,  Food  and 
Drugs  Act,  1955  319 

Canteens  and  Cafes  54 

Licensed  Premises  157 

Food  Vehicles  23 

Miscellaneous  Food  Premises  383 

Offices  and  Shops  Act  Visits  129 

Factories  24 

Public  Cleansing  243 

Infectious  Disease  Enquiries  41 

Drainage  and  Sewerage  932 

Sewage  Disposal  Plants  1 

Caravan  Sites  182 

Dwellinghouses  (including  re-visits)  200 

Re-Improvement  Grants  372 

Water  Supply  (excluding  visits  for  sampling)  7 

Swimming  Pools  80 

Nuisances  (including  re-visits)  142 

Noise  Abatement  5 

Schools  3 

Animal  Boarding  Establishments  20 

Clean  Air  Act  4 

Civic  Amenities  Act  56 

Miscellaneous  .  239 


4,  557 


Number  of  Samples  taken:- 

Drinking  Water  83 

Specimens  Collected  34 

Informal  Notices  Served  46 

Statutory  Notices  Served  1 
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PARISH  STATISTICS 


Parish 

Acreage 

Population 

(1961 

Census) 

Rateable 

Value  at 
1.4.  71 

Id.  Rate 

Product 

1970/71 

£ 

£ 

ASHLEY 

2,  225 

465 

8,  444 

34 

BOTTISHAM 

2,  854 

975 

50,  989 

205 

BRINKLEY 

1,  303 

204 

7,  326 

29 

BURROUGH  GREEN 

2,  272 

289 

5,  187 

21 

BURWELL 

7,  010 

2,  734 

140,  262 

568 

CHEVELEY 

2,  559 

1,  624 

47,  337 

185 

CHIPPENHAM 

4,  301 

366 

8,  096 

32 

DULLINGHAM 

| 

3,  387 

520 

11,  091 

44 

FORDHAM  L.A.  ) 

4,  331 

1,  709 

56,  693 

227 

|  FORDHAM  N.  L.  A.  ) 

430 

2 

ISLEHAM 

5,  230 

1,  392 

26,  385 

105 

KENNETT 

1,  431 

340 

10,  151 

41 

KIRTLING 

3,  126 

357 

5,  938 

24 

LODE 

3,  133 

607 

11,  961 

47 

REACH 

1,  134 

269 

4,  127 

16 

SNAILWELL 

2,  034 

216 

5,  067 

20 

SOHAM 

12,  999 

5,  077 

141,  856 

567 

STETCHWORTH 

2,  891 

514 

15,  462 

61 

SWAFFHAM  BULBECK 

4,  110 

633 

15,  798 

64 

SWAFFHAM  PRIOR 

4,  889 

634 

12,  476 

48 

WESTLEY 

1,  149 

165 

2,  191 

8 

WICKEN 

3,  965 

655 

10,  691 

38 

WOODDITTON 

4,  768 

1,  134 

34,  162 

136 

GAS 

ELECTRICITY 

DISTRIBUTION 

ELECTRICITY 

10,  404 

40 

GENERATING 

TOTALS 

81, 101 

20,  879 

642,  524 

2,  562 
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HOUSING 

Houses  not  included  in  Clearance  Areas 


DEMOLITION  AND  CLOSING  ORDERS 

(1)  Houses  demolished  as  a  result  of  formal  or  informal 
procedure  under  Section  17,  Housing  Act,  1957 

11 

(2)  Unfit  houses  closed  under  Sections  16  and  17,  Housing 

Act,  1957 

2 

(3)  Parts  of  buildings  closed  under  Section  18,  Housing 

Act,  1957 

NIL 

(4)  Houses  on  which  Demolition  Orders  were  made 

NIL 

REPAIRS 

HOUSES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  REMEDIED 

(5)  After  informal  action  by  Local  Authority 

34 

(6)  After  formal  notice  under  Public  Health  Acts 
(a)  by  owners 

NIL 

(b)  by  Local  Authority 

NIL 

(7)  After  formal  notice  under  Housing  Act,  1957 
(a)  by  owner 

2 

(b)  by  Local  Authority 

NIL 

ACTION  TAKEN  DURING  THE  POST-WAR  PERIOD 


Parish 

Demolished 

Outstanding 
Orders  on 
Existing  Houses 

Parts  of 

Buildings 

Closed 

Purchased 

by 

N.  R.  D.  C. 

D.  O's 

etc. 

Cancelled 

Houses 

Hutments 

D.O  ’  s 

C.O  Ts 

U/T 

ASHLEY 

16 

_ 

_ 

HM 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

BOTTISHAM 

48 

12 

- 

1 

1 

- 

5 

15 

BRINKLEY 

12 

— 

- 

- 

1 

- 

9 

1 

BURROUGH 

GREEN 

17 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

13 

- 

BUR  WELL 

56 

- 

5 

2 

6 

- 

- 

10 

CHEVELEY 

15 

- 

- 

3 

- 

- 

- 

2 

CHIPPENHAM 

5 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

2 

1 

DULLINGHAM 

31 

- 

1 

- 

2 

- 

8 

- 

FORDHAM 

37 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

ISLEHAM 

53 

- 

8 

5 

5 

- 

- 

4 

KENNETT 

8 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

KIRTLING 

5 

- 

- 

- 

5 

- 

- 

- 

LODE 

15 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

3 

REACH 

11 

- 

3 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

SNAILWELL 

8 

37 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

2 

SOHAM 

108 

- 

10 

3 

4 

6 

- 

5 

STETCHWORTH 

9 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

4 

- 

SWAFFHAM 

BULBECK 

20 

- 

2 

3 

1 

- 

- 

5 

SWAFFHAM 

PRIOR 

15 

- 

8 

- 

- 

- 

7 

4 

WESTLEY 

WATERLESS 

4 

.  - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

WICKEN 

20 

- 

1 

— 

3 

- 

— 

- 

WOODDITTON 

23 

- 

2 

1 

- 

- 

4 

4 

TOTAL 

536 

49 

43 

22 

35 

7 

52 

60 
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New  Dwellings 

During  the  year,  151  dwellings  were  constructed  by  private  enterprise  and  the  Council 
built  26  dwellings,  almost  exclusively  old  persons  bungalows. 

NEW  DWELLINGS  CONSTRUCTED  DURING  THE  PAST  TEN  YEARS 


Year 

By  the  Local 
Authority 

By  Private 
Enterprise 

Total 

1961 

68 

84 

152 

1962 

36 

100 

136 

1963 

33 

145 

178 

1964 

64 

211 

275 

1965 

62 

244 

306 

1966 

42 

180 

222 

1967 

45 

200 

24  5 

1968 

8 

169 

177 

1969 

10 

112 

122 

1970 

26 

151 

177 

Total 

394 

1,  596 

1,  990 

Housing  of  Old  People 

Somerset  Court  at  Cheveley  was  completed  during  the  year.  This  accommodation 
consists  of  17  grouped  old  persons'  bungalows  with  communal  lounge  and  other  amenities, 
along  with  a  warden's  flat.  This  scheme  follows  Withers  Place  at  Fordham,  Ness  Court 
at  Burwell  and  Hereward  House  at  Soham,  all  of  which  are  submitted  as  major  advances 
in  the  housing  of  old  people.  A  site  is  being  purchased  at  Stetchworth  for  the  next  group. 

It  is  the  Council's  policy  to  give  priority  to  the  building  of  old  persons'  dwellings  and  transfer 
tenants  from  underoccupied  houses  when  the  opportunities  arise  and  when  hardship  can  be 
avoided. 

Council  Houses 


The  building  of  new  Council  properties  and  the  management  of  2,  259  dwelling  houses 
was  under  the  control  of  Mr.  A.  Grant,  who  succeeded  Mr.  M.  E.  Moore  as  Engineer  and 
Surveyor. 

All  706  pre-war  Council  houses  had  been  modernised  by  the  end  of  the  year,  including 
the  provision  of  bathrooms,  and,  in  many  cases,  partial  central  heating. 

Housing  Improvements  -  Housing  Act,  1969 

Applications  for  grants,  costing,  committee  reports  and  completion  certificates  fLrm 
part  of  the  housing  duties  of  the  public  health  department.  The  following  were  reported 
during  1970:- 


(a)  Number  of  applications  received  for  Standard  Grant  60 

Standard  Grant  applications  approved  52 

Number  of  applications  received  for  Improvement 
Grants  (discretionary)  29 

Improvement  Grants  approved  21 
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(b)  Number  of  houses  on  which  improvement  grants  have  been  paid:- 


1970 

1969 

1968 

1967 

Discretionary  Grants 

22 

25 

23 

25 

Standard  Grants 

47 

37 

41 

25 

% 

Amount  paid  in  grants:- 

Discretionary  Grants 

£9, 257 

£8,  320 

£7,  785 

£7,  920 

Standard  Grants 

£10,  064 

£7,  799 

£8,  202 

£10,  783 

(d)  Average  Discretionary  Grant  during  1970  £421  per  house 

Average  Standard  Grant  during  1970  £210  per  house 

(e)  Number  of  Properties  improved  since  the  scheme  came  into  operation:  - 

Discretionary  Grants  748 

Standard  Grants  473 

1,  221 


(f)  Amount  paid  on  above :- 

Discretionary  Grants  £191,  421 

Standard  Grants  £79,  412 

These  figures  do  not  include  706  Council  dwellings  which  have  been  modernised  with 
the  aid  of  grants.  No  housing  improvement  areas  have  been  declared. 

The  improvement  grant  scheme  has  been  in  operation  for  more  than  twenty  years  but 
in  August,  1969,  the  financial  assistance  to  owners  was  greatly  increased  and  restrictive 
conditions  were  lifted.  Providing  the  applicant  can  prove  ownership,  the  sum  of  up  to 
£1,  000  is  payable  towards  the  cost  of  an  improvement  scheme,  subject  to  the  Council  being 
satisfied  that  the  property  will  be  brought  up  to  a  satisfactory  standard.  The  grant  cannot 
exceed  50%  of  the  approved  expense  and  is  at  the  Council’s  discretion. 

Owners  can  claim  a  standard  grant  as  of  right  providing  the  house  is  not  unfit  for 
habitation  and  will  result  in  accommodation  for  a  period  of  15  years.  The  maximum  standard 
grant  is  normally  £200  but  may  rise  to  £450  where  certain  additional  works  are  called  for 
when  providing  the  standard  amenities,  i.  e.  bath  in  a  bathroom,  indoor  W.  C.  ,  sink,  wash¬ 
basin  and  piped  hot  and  cold  water  to  the  usual  fittings. 

Apart  from  the  building  of  new  houses,  the  public  health  inspector  has  always  been 
closely  involved  in  the  abolition  of  slums  and  the  preservation  of  the  country's  stock  of  sound 
dwellings.  Up  to  now,  rents  have  not  kept  pace  with  maintenance  costs  and  inspectors  who 
have  had  the  unenviable  task  of  asking  some  property  owners  to,  in  effect,  subsidise  their 
tenants.  Owners  can  now  call  upon  the  department  to  issue  a  qualification  certificate,  if  the 
tenancy  is  ’’controlled”,  and  a  "fair  rent"  can  be  fixed  by  the  Rent  Officer.  The  property 
must  be  in  a  satisfactory  state  of  repair  and  provided  with  the  standard  amenities.  The 
procedure  is  inclined  to  be  cumbersome  but  the  white  paper  "Fair  Deal  for  Housing"  reviews 
the  government's  intentions  in  the  field  of  rent  control  and  one  can  look  forward  to  improved 
standards,  aided  and  abetted  by  your  officers  in  all  departments. 

One  can  report  there  are  no  slums  in  the  rural  area,  few  totally  unfit  dwellings,  but 
far  too  many  cottages  still  requiring  decent  amenities.  With  the  Councils'  encouragement, 
backed  by  adequate  legislation,  this  state  of  affairs  will  be  remedied. 
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Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act,  1960 

The  following  information  summarises  the  licensing  figures:- 


New  site  licences  granted  5 

Site  licences  renewed  13 

Site  licences  expired  and  not  renewed  7 

Planning  refusals  Nil 

Total  number  of  licensed  sites  30 

Total  number  of  vans  permitted  to  occupy 
licensed  sites  69 


By  and  large  caravaners  do  not  create  a  serious  problem  within  the  district.  The 
two  sites  at  Soham,  licensed  for  16  vans  each,  are  well  controlled  and  provided  with  the 
essential  amenities  but  young  couples  are  quick  to  join  the  housing  list  when  the  family 
increases  in  size.  In  this  way,  a  caravan  can  serve  a  useful  purpose  as  a  half  way  house 
but  it  is  a  very  poor  substitute  for  a  family  dwelling. 

Most  of  the  sites  are  for  single  caravans  and  licences  are  usually  granted  for  no 
longer  than  two  years.  Where  occupiers  are  building  their  future  house  on  the  site, 
exemption  from  the  Act  is  granted. 

Gypsies  and  other  travellers  appear  from  time  to  time  but  no  site  has  yet  been 
provided  by  the  County  Council  under  the  Caravan  Sites  Act,  1968.  Those  engaged  in  car 
breaking  and  similar  activities  are  discouraged  but  no  objection  is  raised  against  casual 
land  workers.  Providing  a  nuisance  is  not  being  created,  there  appears  to  be  no  point  in 
forcing  travellers  over  the  district  boundary;  this  was  stressed  in  official  circulars  several 
years  ago. 


INSPECTION  OF  FOOD  AND  FOOD  PREMISES 


Slaughterhouses 

The  five  licensed  slaughterhouses  continued  to  operate  throughout  the  year  at  Soham, 
Burwell  and  Fordham.  The  Fordham  establishment  is  limited  in  size  and  not  equipped  with 
a  stunning  pen;  it  is  therefore  not  licensed  for  the  slaughter  of  cattle.  For  several  months 
there  was  a  sharp  increase  in  the  throughput  at  the  Burwell  premises,  when  carcases  were 
transported  to  shops  outside  the  rural  area.  All  carcases  are  inspected  by  public  health 
inspectors  with  long  experience  and  no  charge  is  made  for  the  service. 
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Carcases  and  Offal  Inspected  and  Condemned  in  Whole  or  in  Part 

during  the  Year  1970 


Cattle 

not 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Pigs 

not 

Sows 

Sows 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Goats 

Horses 

Number  killed  and  inspected 

802 

1 

2 

2,  387 

6 

1,  201 

4 

- 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis 

and  Cysticerci:- 

Whole  carcase  condemned 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

120 

- 

- 

124 

1 

11 

- 

- 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  disease  other  than 
Tuberculosis  and  Cysticerci 

15.  0 

- 

- 

5.  2 

16.  7 

0.  9 

- 

- 

Tuberculosis  only:- 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  Tuberculosis 

0.  12 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Cysticercosis:- 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

2 

Carcases  submitted  to  treatment 
by  refrigeration 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Generalised  and  totally  condemned 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Meat  and  Offal  Condemned 


Bovine 

Calves 

Pigs 

Sheep  and 
Lambs 

Carcase  and  offal 

1 

Hindquarters  (part) 

1 

- 

- 

1 

Heads 

1 

- 

1 

2 

Lungs 

2 

- 

9 

2 

Livers 

74 

- 

89 

9 

|  Livers 

35 

- 

- 

- 

Hearts 

7 

- 

26 

- 

Mesenteries 

1 

- 

6 

— 

Hocks 

- 

- 

6 

- 

Trimmings 

2  lbs. 

- 

8  lbs. 

6  lbs. 

Skirts 

2 

- 

- 

- 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933-58 
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Slaughtermen's  Licences  renewed  -  fifteen 

New  Licences  issued  -  none 

Not  all  licensed  slaughtermen  are  actively  engaged  in  slaughtering  and  some  part 
time  men  are  licensed  by  other  local  authorities. 

No  action  was  necessary  under  the  Slaughter  of  Animals  (Prevention  of  Cruelty) 
Regulations,  1958. 

The  Meat  (Sterilization)  Regulations,  1969 

These  regulations  require  strict  control  over  unfit  meat  at  slaughterhouses  and 
knackers'  yards.  There  is  no  longer  a  knacker's  yard  in  the  district  and  the  disposal  of 
unfit  meat  receives  careful  attention. 

Unfit  Foods 

Although  the  inspectors  are  from  time  to  time  called  upon  to  examine  suspected  food, 
mostly  canned,  most  shop  keepers  can  arrange  replacements  from  wholesalers.  Occasionally 
a  deep  freeze  cabinet  breaks  down  and  a  condemnation  note  is  issued  to  cover  the  thawed  out 
and  unsound  food.  Some  of  these  products  could  be  sold  as  fresh  food  but  refreezing  is  not 
allowed. 

The  following  were  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption-.- 

2  x  101b  tins  Pigs'  Liver 
1  x  12oz.  tin  Corned  Beef 

The  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  1960 

These  Regulations  apply  to  the  following  premises  within  the  rural  area:- 


Bakehouses  7 

Butchers  12 

Grocers  and  General  55 

Fish  and  Chips  4 

Cafes  and  Snack  Bars  4 

Sweets  and  Confectionery  9 

School  and  L.  A.  Kitchens  12 

School  Meals  14 

Hotels  1 

Factory  Canteens  4 

Licensed  Premises  63 

Racecourses  2 

Supermarkets  1 

Miscellaneous  5 


193 


All  premises  are  visited  as  frequently  as  possible  and  the  Regulations  are  enforced 
without  recourse  to  prosecutions.  Improvements  continue  to  take  place,  particularly  in  the 
field  of  refrigeration  and  hygienic  display  of  perishable  products. 
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The  Food  Hygiene  (Markets,  Stalls  and  Delivery  Vehicles) 

Regulations,  1966 

23  vehicles  were  inspected  and  owners’  attention  drawn  to  any  deficiencies.  One 
still  finds  ordinary  commercial  vans  being  used  as  small  mobile  shops  and  on  more  than 
one  occasion  it  has  been  necessary  to  require  the  removal  of  the  spare  wheel  from  the  food 
section.  The  Regulations  are  reasonably  adequate,  although  the  exemptions  are  rather 
extensive  but,  as  in  all  food  hygiene  matters,  success  depends  upon  the  operator  and  his 
training  as  a  food  handler. 

Registration  of  Food  Premises 

The  following  premises  are  registered  under  Section  16  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act, 

1955:- 


(a)  Sausages  and  Cooked  Meat  Premises  23 

(b)  Fried  Fish  Shops  4 

(c)  Premises  used  for  the  storage  and  sale 

of  ice  cream  82 

(d)  Premises  used  for  the  manufacture  of 

ice  cream  1 


Three  new  registration  certificates  were  issued  during  the  year  and  319  visits  were 
made  to  the  above  premises. 

Milk 


All  fourteen  dairy  farms  are  registered  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries 
and  Food  and  there  are  no  registered  dairies  other  than  those  attached  to  dairy  farms.  No 
action  has  been  necessary  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations. 

Poultry 


There  are  no  poultry  processing  establishments  within  the  area  but  most  of  the 
butchers  dress  poultry  from  time  to  time. 

It  is  constantly  stressed  that  poultry  dressing  and  the  handling  of  cooked  meats  must 
be  poles  apart,  coupled  with  efficient  hand  washing. 

The  Liquid  Egg  (Pasteurisation)  Regulations,  1963 

There  are  no  egg  pasteurisation  plants  in  the  district  and  no  samples  have  been 
submitted  to  the  Alpha-Amylase  test. 

Licensed  Premises 

157  visits  were  made  to  the  63  licensed  premises  in  the  area. 

Providing  the  premises  have  satisfactory  amenities,  the  right  atmosphere  and  a  well 
served  meal,  the  country  pub  will  attract  many  town  dwellers.  It  is  the  public  health 
inspector’s  duty  to  see  what  goes  on  behind  the  scene.  One  such  establishment  advanced 
into  the  world  of  pop  and  folk  music  and  the  number  of  patrons  increased  enormously. 

Under  our  guidance,  essential  improvements  were  carried  out  and  the  premises  were 
brought  up  to  a  good  standard. 

It  is  perhaps  sad  to  report  that  premises  continue  to  be  closed  voluntarily  by  the 
brewers  but  it  is  gratifying  to  receive  comprehensive  improvement  schemes,  resulting  in 
the  preservation  of  fit  dwellings  for  private  occupation. 
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Bakehouses 

One  baker  closed  his  business  during  the  year. 

26  visits  were  made  to  the  seven  bakehouses  in  the  area. 

These  are  generally  satisfactory  and  the  produce  has  a  ready  market. 

Ice  Cream 

One  establishment  is  still  used  for  the  manufacture  of  cold  mix  ice  cream  and  the 
82  premises  registered  for  the  storage  of  ice  cream  receive  regular  attention  when  routine 
visits  are  made  to  various  food  premises. 

WATER  SUPPLY 

Main  water  supplies  are  under  the  control  of  the  Ely,  Mildenhall  and  Newmarket 
Water  Board  and  once  again  we  thank  Mr.  F.  W.  Sanders,  the  Engineer  to  the  Board,  for 
his  excellent  and  comprehensive  report  for  the  year  1970.  The  supply  from  underground 
sources  has  been  satisfactory  in  quantity  and  quality  and  general  supervision  has  been  up 
to  a  high  standard. 

Mr.  Sanders  reports  there  has  been  no  recurrence  of  the  "musty”  taste  which 
necessitated  withdrawing  of  the  Lower  Links  boreholes  in  1969  and  hardness  has  dropped 
to  its  normal  level. 

Very  few  public  standpipes  are  used  by  private  householders  although  a  small  number 
of  dwellings  rely  on  outside  taps.  This  deficiency  is  rapidly  being  eliminated  by  sewerage 
schemes  followed  by  improvement  grant  proposals.  A  number  of  farms  and  farm  cottages 
use  supplies  from  private  bores  which  have  been  found  to  be  satisfactory  in  the  past.  New 
bores  are  sampled  and  submitted  to  bacteriological  examination  before  being  brought  into 
use. 

Sampling 

The  Board's  Engineer  reports  as  follows:- 

"The  frequency  of  sampling  for  chemical  and  mineral  analysis 
has  now  been  increased  from  annually  to  twice  a  year.  Samples 
are  now  submitted  from  each  source  in  the  spring  and  autumn 
when  the  water  table  is  at  its  highest  and  lowest.  " 

"Samples  of  untreated  water  from  each  source  are  submitted 
for  bacteriological  examination  every  month." 

In  addition,  the  following  samples  were  collected  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors 
and  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory:  - 

Water  Sampling  during  1970 


Sample 

Mains  Supplies 

Private  Supplies 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Total 

Bacteriological 

77 

- 

o 

O 

3 

83 
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The  unsatisfactory  private  supplies  are  to  be  replaced  by  main  supplies. 

No  progress  has  been  made  by  the  Board  on  the  fluoridation  of  supplies  during  the 

year. 

Disposal  of  Offensive  Waste 

On  this  subject  one  cannot  do  better  than  quote  Mr.  Sander’s  report-  - 

"The  disposal  of  the  waste  products  of  household  and  industry  is 
an  ever  growing  problem.  The  volume  of  waste  is  increasing  at 
a  disturbing  rate,  the  types  of  waste  are  becoming  more  varied 
in  quality,  potency,  offensiveness,  danger  and  resistance  to 
decay.  At  the  same  time  the  locations  available  for  safe 
disposal  become  less  as  buildings  encroach  and  hitherto 
unwanted  resources  of  land  and  water  are  needed  for  development.  " 

’’Authorised  tipping  sites  are  dearly  sought  after  and  there  are  rich 
rewards  for  those  who  can  find  them  and  for  those  who  can  get  away 
with  unauthorised  tipping  without  regard  to  the  consequences.  This 
is  not  particularly  difficult  in  the  case  of  noxious  liquid  industrial 
and  sewage  wastes  which  leave  little  evidence  above  ground.  ” 

’’The  powers  to  protect  underground  sources  of  public  water  supply 
granted  by  the  Water  Act,  1945,  are  difficult  to  enforce  and  while 
the  Act  authorises  undertakers  to  make  byelaws  to  control  activities 
in  the  vicinity  of  a  source  which  might  contaminate  it,  it  seems 
illogical  to  use  local  legislation  and  possibly  pay  compensation  to 
prevent  what  is  so  obviously  an  anti-social  and  filthy  act  when  the 
problem  might  well  be  controlled  by  general  legislation.  The  new 
powers  granted  by  the  Water  Resources  Act,  1963,  leave  too  many 
loopholes  to  be  of  any  real  value.  ” 

’’Thus  the  protection  of  ground  water  we  have  to  reply  upon  a  hotch¬ 
potch  of  planning  acts,  public  health  acts,  building  regulations  and 
various  other  legislation  administered  by  planning,  health,  housing, 
river  and  water  authorities.  ” 

"During  this  conservation  year  1970  several  proposals  to  tip  waste 
matter  into  disused  pits  or  discharge  matter  into  the  substrata  have 
had  to  be  vetoed  by  the  authorities  acting  in  unison  and  in  at  least  one 
case  the  vigilance  of  a  district  council  supported  by  the  planning 
authority  and  the  river  authority  secured  the  removal  of  a  large 
quantity  of  petroleum  waste  which  had  been  illegally  tipped  and 
might  well  have  rendered  unusable  the  ground  water  in  the  area.  ” 

’’The  present  set-up  is  totally  unsuitable  and  clear  and  adequate 
legislation  is  necessary  to  control  this  danger  and  with  penalties 
heavy  enough  to  deter  those  who  are  tempted  to  try  for  the  rewards 
of  unauthorised  tipping.  ” 

With  this  problem  ever  present  in  the  thoughts  of  progressive  local  authorities,  there 
is  a  close  liasion  between  the  health  department  and  the  water  board.  Prompt  action  was 
necessary  in  two  instances  when  it  was  discovered  that  a  private  contractor  was  dumping 
chemical  waste  into  waterlogged  pits.  The  Council's  contribution  towards  better  conditions 
has  been  the  installation  of  a  refuse  pulverizer,  used  jointly  with  the  adjoining  Urban  District 
of  Newmarket. 
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Water  Consumption 

Chippenham 

Swaffham 

Prior 

Bottisham 

Lower 

Links 

Pumping 

Pumping 

Pumping 

Pumping 

Station 

Station 

Station 

Station 

Average  daily  output 

Gallons 

Gallons 

Gallons 

Gallons 

over  year 

400,  132 

110,  072 

148,  419 

188,  486 

Typical  Results  of  Analysis  of  Public  Supplies 


Test 

Chippenham 

Swaffham 

Prior 

Bottisham 

Lower 

Links 

Physical  Characters 

Good 

Good 

Good 

Good 

Reaction 

Parts  per  million 

pH  7.4 

pH  7.  9 

pH  7.  9 

pH  7.  3 

Chloride 

18 

250 

134 

20 

Ammoniacal  Nitogen 

0.  01 

0.  18 

0.  26 

0.  03 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  3hrs. 

Absent 

Absent 

Absent 

Absent 

at  37°C 

0.  30 

Nil 

0.  30 

0.  30 

Nitrate  Nitrogen 

8.  0 

0.4 

0.  2 

8.  3 

Nitrite  Nitrogen 

Absent 

Absent 

Absent 

Absent 

Poisonous  Metals 

Absent 

Absent 

Absent 

Absent 

Total  Hardness 

285 

80 

50 

305 

Iron 

Absent 

Absent 

0.  06 

Absent 

Fluoride 

Bacteriological  Examination 
Coliform  organisms  in 

less  than 

0.  1 

0.  2 

0.  28 

0.  15 

100  mis. 

Number  of  micro-organisms 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

per  ml.  developing  at  37°C 
Number  of  micro-organisms 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

per  ml.  developing  at  21°C 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 


By  providing  free  laterals  to  the  curtilage,  all  property  owners  are  encouraged  to 
promptly  connect  up  to  new  sewers. 

Improvement  Grant  schemes  are  publicized  and  results  are  generally  satisfactory. 

One  must  report,  however,  that  much  remains  to  be  done  in  the  smaller  parishes 
where  cesspools,  pail  closets  and  polluted  ditches  still  mar  the  Council's  excellent  record 
under  this  heading. 

Ashley,  Che ve ley  and  Woodditton  Scheme 

It  is  disappointing  to  report  that  this  scheme  has  not  yet  got  under  way  although  the 
design  has  been  almost  finalised.  At  the  risk  of  repetition,  this  scheme  is  urgent. 
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Wicken  and  Upware  Scheme 

This  scheme  has  been  modified  to  discharge  into  the  Soham  treatment  works  and 
work  should  commence  during  1971.  Modernization  of  many  cottages  is  held  up,  pending 
completion  of  this  project. 

Soham  Fringe  Areas 

The  sewering  of  areas  which  were  excluded  from  the  original  scheme  was  completed 
and  work  commenced  on  the  extension  of  the  sewage  disposal  works. 

Kennett  Scheme 


Negotiations  continued  with  a  view  to  making  an  early  start  on  the  Kennett  and  Kentford 
scheme,  which  deals  with  properties  on  both  sides  of  the  Norfolk-Suffolk  boundary. 

Remaining  Parishes 

The  following  areas  have  been  included  in  the  Council's  programme:- 
Kirtling  (phase  2) 

Brinkley,  Burrough  Green,  Westley  Waterless 

Snailwell 

Barway 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING 


Hardly  a  week  passes  without  some  national  reference  to  waste  collection,  refuse 
disposal,  chemical  contamination,  atmospheric  and  river  pollution,  and  other  environmental 
health  hazards.  World  Conservation  Year,  coupled  with  the  dustmen's  strike  brought  the 
subject  home  to  the  layman,  literally.'  International  conferences  deliberate  on  the  subject 
and  government  working  parties,  consisting  of  practical  men  with  long  experience,  have 
produced  very  full  reports  on  both  collection  and  disposal  of  household  refuse.  Vehicle 
manufacturers  have  vied  with  one  another  to  produce  the  ideal  refuse  transporter  and  made 
claims  relating  to  the  volume  of  an  almost  immeasurable  commodity  -  rubbish.  On  top  of 
all  this,  there  is  the  increasing  problem  of  waste  disposal  from  industry,  both  solid  and 
liquid,  not  to  mention  the  thousands  of  cars  which  come  off  the  road  every  year. 

The  above  comments  introduce  the  problem  of  the  century  -  the  tremendous  increase 
in  the  bulk  of  waste,  brought  about  by  our  higher  standard  of  living,  packaging  of  goods, 
quicker  turnover  of  household  articles,  and  new  manufacturing  processes.  Plastics  are 
here  to  stay  and  the  non-returnable  milk  container  has  made  its  appearance.  Offensive 
trade  and  waste  has  been  dumped  in  this  and  the  adjoining  rural  district  and  unauthorised 
car  dumps  have  appeared. 

In  this  area,  the  following  contribution  has  been  made  towards  a  solution;- 

(a)  A  weekly  refuse  collection  service  was  introduced  in  1959,  following 
the  less  frequent  service  which  operated  from  1940. 

(b)  Modern  compaction  type  vehicles  are  employed. 

(c)  The  expendable  sack  system  of  collection  was  brought  into  use  in 
some  areas  in  1968  and  extended  to  a  major  part  (of  the  district) 
by  1970. 
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(d)  A  joint  committee  on  refuse  disposal  was  set  up  by  the  Rural  and 
adjoining  Urban  District  Councils.  Plans  were  prepared  for  the 
installation  of  a  joint  refuse  pulverising  plant  and  this  came  into 
operation  early  in  1971. 

(e)  An  incentive  bonus  scheme  is  operating  in  an  effort  to  recruit  and 
hold  a  satisfactory  labour  force. 

During  1970  most  household  refuse  was  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping  at  the  pit 
shared  with  the  Newmarket  Urban  District  Council  at  Kennett.  The  pits  at  Woodditton  and 
Reach  will  be  filled  with  pulverized  refuse  as  soon  as  practicable. 

Civic  Amenities  Act,  1967 


Under  part  3  of  this  Act  it  is  the  Council's  duty  to  provide  disposal  points  for 
abandoned  cars  and  bulky  household  refuse.  The  refuse  pits  were  made  available  and 
arrangements  were  made  for  a  local  scrap  merchant  to  receive  worn  out  cars  or  transport 
them  on  behalf  of  the  Council.  Unauthorized  dumping  is  regarded  as  a  serious  offence  and 
abandoned  cars  receive  prompt  attention.  The  inspectors  recorded  67  visits  under  this 
heading  and  the  following  information  summarises  the  action  taken: - 


CARS:- 


Removed  by  owners  on  request  2 

Removed  by  Council  for  destruction  3 

On  private  land  -  no  further  action  1 

Total  cases  investigated  6 


Where  householders  have  a  transport  problem,  bulky  items  like  washing  machines 
and  refrigerators  are  collected  free  of  charge  but  it  has  not  been  possible  to  arrange 
general  clearances  of  scrap  metals  on  a  parish  basis,  a  service  which  has  been  occasionally 
provided  in  the  past. 

New  Depot 

At  long  last  it  can  be  reported  that  a  new  depot  shared  with  the  Engineer's  staff,  was 
completed  during  the  year  at  Burwell  Broads.  All  vehicles  are  now  under  cover  and  the 
premises  are  provided  with  all  essential  amenities,  storage  facilities,  office  accommodation 
and  messroom. 


Salvaged  Materials 


Year  ended 

31st  March,  1971 

Year  ended 

31st  March,  1970 

T. 

C. 

Q. 

£ 

P- 

T. 

C. 

Q. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Waste  paper 

70 

11 

l 

681 

79 

90 

0 

l 

705 

16 

7 

Ferrous  Metals 

4 

5 

0 

21 

25 

Non-Ferrous  Metals 

3 

2 

14 

84 

12 

3 

76 

10 

0 

Rags  and  Sacking 

4 

13 

1 

121 

91 

9 

1 

1 

190 

16 

3 

Sundries 

28 

50 

30 

3 

6 

Miscellaneous  Iron 

32 

14 

0 

72 

17 

6 

Totals 

79 

13 

0 

868 

29 

132 

8 

1 

1,  076 

3 

10 

27 


The  reduction  in  salvaged  materials  will  be  noted  but,  as  was  resported  last  year, 
this  work  is  secondary  to  the  task  of  refuse  collection  and  disposal. 

Industrial  Waste 


On  two  occasions  it  was  necessary  to  take  prompt  action  against  a  nationally  known 
waste  disposal  contractor.  In  an  effort  to  clear  up  a  serious  nuisance  created  by  the  dumping 
of  oil  refinery  waste  in  a  gravel  pit  in  West  Suffolk,  this  contractor  was  faced  with  the  disposal 
of  heavily  contaminated  soil.  It  was  discovered  that  this  soil  was  being  dumped  on  agricul¬ 
tural  land  adjoining  a  waterlogged  clay  pit  where  it  gave  rise  to  an  extremely  unpleasant 
atmospheric  nuisance.  Tipping  was  stopped  forthwith  but  it  was  several  months  before 
the  nuisance  was  abated. 

The  same  firm  was  responsible  for  the  tipping  of  many  thousands  of  gallons  of  gas 
liquor  in  a  clay  pit  adjoining  agricultural  land.  To  make  matters  worse,  the  tyres  and 
rubbish  on  the  site  were  fired  and  it  became  necessary  for  the  fire  brigade  to  take  action, 
followed  by  the  use  of  a  dragline  to  isolate  the  blaze. 

Scrap  Metal  Dealers  Act,  1964 

11  Scrap  merchants  are  registered  and  the  police  are  kept  informed. 

Cesspool  Emptying 

One  1,  100  gallon  tanker  is  used  for  this  purpose,  along  with  routine  desludging  of 
small  sewage  plants.  Although  the  Council  has  sewered  all  the  larger  parishes,  this  vehicle 
is  kept  fully  operational  and  the  following  figures  indicate  the  extent  of  the  work. 

Clearances  during  the  last  five  years 


Year 

Ended 

March 

Privj 

ite 

Council 

Total 

Loads 

Cesspools 

Cleared 

Loads 

Cesspools 

Cleared 

Sewage 

Plants 

Loads 

1971 

799 

950 

155 

258 

731 

1,  681 

1970 

807 

949 

202 

494 

1,  185 

2,  134 

1969 

870 

1,  041 

234 

484 

1,  226 

2,  267 

1968 

747 

919 

347 

284 

1,  120 

2,  039 

1967 

677 

814 

427 

112 

1,  251 

2,  065 

Disposal  of  the  contents  is  a  problem  which  has  not  yet  been  solved  and  it  was 
necessary  to  transport  many  loads  to  a  site  operated  by  a  private  contractor.  At  certain 
times  of  the  year,  some  farmers  will  accept  this  sewage  on  their  land  and  refuse  pits  are 
also  used  for  disposal  in  limited  quantities.  The  proposed  sludge  dewatering  plant  at 
Burwell  will  assist  in  this  direction. 

502  annual  free  clearances  were  carried  out  on  request  in  unsewered  areas.  Further 
visits  to  the  same  dwelling  are  charged  at  the  rate  of  £1  per  load.  The  Council  considered 
the  abandoning  of  cesspool  emptying  in  sewered  areas  but  it  was  feared  some  hardship  could 
be  caused.  It  was  decided  to  make  a  flat  charge  of  £4  per  load  in  sewered  areas. 
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Statistics  for  the  year  ended  31st  March,  1971 
compared  with  previous  year 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 


March 

March 

1971 

1970 

Total  Mileage 

33,  943 

32,  438 

Refuse  Collected  -  loads 

1,  180 

1,  075 

Net  Cost  of  service 

£27,  597 

£22,  371 

Cost  per  load  -  collection  and 

disposal 

£23.  29 

£20.  16s.  2d. 

Annual  cost  per  1,  000  population 

£1.  221.  11 

£988.  11s.  Id. 

Vehicle  Costs  -  including  renewals 

£5,  921 

£5,  233 

Cost  per  mile 

£0.  17 

3s.  3d. 

Vehicles  -  Actual  running  costs 

£3,  887 

£3,  044 

Vehicles  -  actual  running  costs 

cost  per  mile 

£0.  11 

Is.  lOd. 

Fuel  consumed:  -  gallons  -  Derv 

4,  509 

3,  961 

Average  mileage  per  gallon 

7.  53 

8.  19 

Income  from  salvage  sales  NETT 

£593* 

£893* 

*  After  deducting  men's  bonus 

Cesspool  Emptying 

Total  Mileage 

13,  688 

15,  316 

Cost  of  Service 

£3,  827 

£3,  088 

Number  of  loads  cleared 

1,  681 

2,  134 

Cost  of  load  -  collection  and  disposal 

£2.  27 

£1.  8s.  lid. 

Fuel  consumed  -  gallons 

977 

1,451 

Fuel  consumption  per  load  -  gallons 

0.  58 

0.  68 

Chargeable  work  came  under  the  following  headings 


Private  Householders 

£570 

Housing  Management 

£389 

Sewerage 

£351 

£1,  310 

Deficit  to  General  Rate  £2,  517 
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GENERAL  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA 


Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  105  premises,  employing  354  persons,  were  entered  in  the 
public  health  department's  register,  as  detailed  below: - 


Table  A  -  Registrations 

Class  of  Premises 

No.  of  premises 
registered  during 
the  year 

Total  number  of 
registered  premises 
at  the  end  of  the  year 

Offices 

1 

27 

Retail  Shops 

5 

68 

Wholesale  Shops,  Warehouses 

- 

1 

Catering  Establishments  open 
to  the  public,  canteens 

1 

7 

Fuel  Storage  Depots 

- 

2 

Totals 

7 

105 

B.  Number  of  visits  of  all  kinds  to  registered  premises  -  129 


Table  C  -  Analysis  of  Persons  Employed  in  Registered 

Premises  by  Workplace 

Class  of  Workplace 

Number  of  Persons  Employed 

Offices 

118 

Retail  Shops 

178 

Wholesale  Departments,  Warehouses 

35 

Catering  Establishments  open  to  the 
public 

18 

Canteens 

1 

Fuel  Storage  Depots 

4 

Total 

354 

Total  Males 

152 

Total  Females 

202 

Informal  notices  served  during  1970  7 

All  offices  attached  to  registered  factories  are  excluded  from  the  above  figures 
because  the  inspection  of  these  premises  falls  within  the  duties  of  H.  M.  Factory  Inspectors. 
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EXEMPTIONS 


No  exemption  certificates  have  been  applied  for  during  the  year. 

ACCIDENTS 

No  accidents  were  reported  during  the  past  year. 

PROSECUTIONS 


There  have  been  no  prosecutions  for  non-compliance  with  the  Act  during  the 

year. 

Swimming  Baths  and  Pools 

80  visits  have  been  made  to  the  15  school  swimming  pools  in  the  area.  The  large 
pool  used  by  the  Soham  Village  College  and  Grammar  School  was  also  used  by  the  general 
public  but  there  are  no  other  public  pools  in  the  district.  Rural  residents  do  however  travel 
to  the  modern  indoor  pool  at  Cambridge  and  the  rather  older  open  pool  at  Newmarket. 
Although  our  inspectors  are  available  for  advising  school  staff  on  filtration  and  chlorination, 
it  is  emphasised  that  testing  for  residual  chlorine  and  pH  is  an  important  daily  task  while 
the  pools  are  being  used  during  the  summer  months.  Spot  checks  are  made  as  frequently 
as  possible  and  visual  inspections  reveal  that  the  sand  or  pressure  filters  fitted  on  the  more 
recent  installations  are  generally  very  effective. 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949 

A  full  time  Rodent  Officer  is  employed  on  survey  and  treatment  duties  under  the 
Act.  This  officer  made  2,  620  inspections  and  re-inspections  during  the  year  and  dealt 
with  200  infestations.  No  statutory  notices  were  served  under  Section  4  and  no  infestations 
were  treated  in  default. 

The  free  service  to  householders  continued  throughout  the  year  and  small  business 
premises  were  treated  for  a  nominal  charge. 

Apart  from  the  old  and  defective  sewer  at  Cheveley,  no  test  baiting  of  sewers  was 
carried  out  but  this  procedure  started  in  1971  and  the  results  will  appear  in  that  report.  It 
can  be  reported,  however,  that  most  of  the  sewers  are  comparatively  new  and  heavy 
infestations  are  not  anticipated. 

Disinfestation  and  Disinfection 


The  Rodent  Officer  dealt  with  the  following  complaints :- 

Fleas  -  4.  Flies  -  57.  Ants  -  17.  Bugs  -  1. 

88  Wasps'  nests  were  destroyed  on  request.  A  charge  of  5/-  is  made  to  private 
householders  for  this  service. 

Both  refuse  dumps  are  regularly  treated  by  spraying  with  a  suitable  tip  dressing. 
Pet  Animals 


No  applications  were  received  for  licences  to  keep  pet  shops. 

Infectious  Disease 

All  notified  diseases  are  investiagted  by  the  health  inspectors  and,  where  necessary, 
specimens  are  collected.  Parents  and  others  are  advised  on  precautionary  measures  and 
close  attention  is  given  to  contacts.  41  visits  were  made  in  connection  with  infectious 
disease  enquiries  and  34  specimens  were  collected. 
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Atmospheric  Pollution 

The  Clean  Air  Acts  of  1956  and  1968,  along  with  the  Orders  made  thereunder,  cover 
this  subject,  including  the  emission  of  soot,  ash  and  grit.  Dust  and  effluvia  can  be  dealt 
with  as  a  statutory  nuisance  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936  or  the  Public  Health  (Recurring 
Nuisances)  Act,  1969.  The  department  is  responsible  for  chimney  height  calculations  when 
plans  are  submitted  for  the  installation  of  new  furnaces  but  the  district  is  mainly  agricultural 
and,  apart  from  a  cardboard  box  factory  and  caravan  manufacturer,  industry  is  confined  to 
small  premises.  However,  this  type  of  development  is  encouraged  at  Soham  and  future 
installations  will  call  for  close  liaison  with  industrialists. 

Noise  Abatement  Act,  1960 


Three  noise  complaints  were  investigated  and  one  nuisance  was  confirmed  and 
remedied  by  informal  approach.  Occasional  complaints  relating  to  noisy  animals  are 
received  but  these  are  more  easily  dealt  with  by  reference  to  the  County  Council  Good 
Rule  and  Government  Byelaws.  Under  these  byelaws,  three  residents  within  hearing 
of  the  noise  must  serve  a  notice  on  the  animal  keeper  before  the  matter  can  be  pursued. 

Rag  Flock  and  Other  Filling  Materials  Act,  1951 

There  are  no  premises  registered  in  the  area. 

Radioactive  Substances  Act,  1960 


No  radioactive  waste  is  received  in  the  area  under  the  provisions  of  the  above  Act 
and  no  firms  using  radioactive  isotopes  are  registered. 

Animal  Boarding  Establishments  Act,  1963 

Three  establishments  are  licensed  for  the  boarding  of  25  dogs,  10  dogs  and  9  cats. 
These  premises  are  provided  with  essential  amenities  for  the  satisfactory  boarding  of 
customers’  pets  and  no  nuisances  have  been  reported. 
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APPENDIX 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1961 

Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  respect  of  the  year  1970  for  the 
Rural  District  of  Newmarket  in  the  County  of  Cambridgeshire  and  Isle  of  Ely. 

Prescribed  Particulars  of  the  Administration  of  the  Factories  Act,  1961. 

1.  Part  1  of  the  Act 


Premises 

a) 

Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Number  of 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

(3) 

Written 

Notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(5) 

(1)  Factories  in  which  Sections 

1,  2,  3,  4  &  6  are  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities  (i.  e. 
factories  not  having 
mechanical  power) 

5 

4 

- 

- 

(2)  Factories  not  included  in 
(1)  in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  L.  A.  (i.  e. 
factories  having  mechanical 
power) 

68 

20 

- 

- 

(3)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  L.  A.  (excluding 
outworkers'  premises) 

19 

14 

- 

- 

TOTAL 

92 

38 

- 

- 
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2.  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found:- 


Referred 

No.  of  cases 
in  which 
prosecutions 

were 

instituted 

(6) 

Particulars 

(1) 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

To  H.  M. 
Inspector 
(4) 

By  H.  M. 
Inspector 
(5) 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.  1) 

4 

4 

- 

- 

- 

Overcrowding  (S.  2) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Unreasonable  Temp.  (S.  3) 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

Inadequate  Ventilation  (S.  4) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Ineffective  Drainage  of 

Floors  (S.  6) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.  7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

3 

3 

- 

- 

- 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Other  offences  against  the 

Act  (not  including  offences 
relating  to  Outwork) 

. 

. 

. 

. 

. 

TOTAL 

8 

8 

- 

- 

- 

